Beginnings of The Raj                                                                       165

The establishment of Civil courts, ard iic reduction of Zainiidars to
mere "proprietors*' of land had resultec In c. number of olvii ^Jits o *mg to
divisions and subdivisions of their estates. The Zamindar.es, hitherto, been
very powerful, had been reduced *~ negligible status. In this regard, the
districts of Krishna and Guntur weie the worst affected.

The Collector was made a magistrate only in 1816. Till that time, he
had duties and obligations without any means to perform them. He was a
stationary officer, but his daroghas (inspectors) and peons were causing
oppression. These daroghas were generally "low men such as cutwals
(Kotwals), turned off writers, dubashees and butlers, the drags of the courts
and cutchury, their peons good for nothing batta peons.... sending such men
to Zamindars was like a dozen London attorney clerks with some Bowstreet
runners to the Highlands of Scotland to control those proud chiefs and
establish a good police in that country." The Zamindars were irritated with
the petty tyrannies of these daroghas. They were in "chronic state of
discontent and disaffection", unhappily also, they were as poor as they were
proud. This caused much disturbance in the region, and the attempts to
maintain law and order against the turbulent chiefs were not totally success-
ful. As usual, the Zamindars were neglecting the payment of Kists.^5

In the district of Vizagapatara, the introduction of Permanent Settle-
ment was described as "Permanent resignation of power" since the Zam-
indars, though they were deprived of police functions nominally, were left
with the management of the revenue; the true source of information and
influence was therefore, handed over to them in permanency. The Chiefs in
these districts were, always, treated by former governments as feudatories
rather fran as mere Zamindars, they were expected to keep the hill tribes in
order, and had therefore always paid a light Peshcush. While the permanent
Peshcush was fixed, the English were wise enough to tax them lightly "but
the changes in other respects which transferred them, at one sudden, bound,
from the political to the judicial department., resulted in anything but benefit
to themselves or to the cause of law and order for the succeeding quarter of
a century atleasf,36 So, in Chicacole Sarkar the system was a complete
failure and the lands were reverted to the Government and the system of
"agency** was introduced in the District The Collector acted as Agent to the
Governor with extraordinary powers in his hands.

35  Mannual of the district of 'VizagapcUam in the Presidency of Madras, p. 229.
36   Ibid: p.227.